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The pronoun

• The pronoun stands in the place of the noun, and carries the meaning 
“it”, “them” e.g.

• Do you want this (specific) book?

• Yes, I want it. (emphasising “this” book and no other)

• The pronoun can be further used as follows:



The pronoun

• The pronoun can be further used as follow:

• 1. To express place, e.g. “in it”

• 2. To express instrument / means/about, e.g. “with it”

• 3. To express inclusion, e.g. “it as well”

• 4. To express possession, e.g. “I have it”

• 5. To identify, e.g. “This is it”



Child - umntwana

• Him / her

• Yena

• To him = kuye

• Him as well = naye

• It is him = nguye



Practice with similar words (all people)

• Umfundi

• Umhlobo

• Ummelwane

• Umqhubi

• Umzali

• Umthengi

• Umama

• Utata

• Pupil

• Friend

• Neighbour

• Driver

• Parent

• Customer

• Mother

• Father



You - wena

• You

• Wena

• To you = kuwe

• You as well = nawe

• About you = ngawe

• It is you = nguwe



Us - thina

• Us

• Thina

• To us = kuthi

• About us = ngathi

• Us as well = nathi

• It is us = sithi

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Us_(film,_2019)
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Me - mna

• Me

• Mna

• To me = kum

• About me = ngam

• Me too = nam

• It is me = ndim

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Do_You_Love_Me_(Now_That_I_Can_Dance)
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Pupils - them

Pupils – abafundi

Them – bona

To them = kubo

About them = ngabo

Them as well = nabo

It is them = ngabo

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND

https://www.flickr.com/photos/gpforeducation/8559222829
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


Practice with similar words (all people)

• Abahlobo

• Abazali

• Abamelwane

• Abaqhubi

• Abathengi

• Abadlali

• Oogqirha

• Ootitshala

• Friends

• Parents

• Neighbours

• Drivers

• Customers

• Players

• Doctors

• teachers



Samp and beans – Umngqusho

• Samp & beans - Umngqusho

• It

• Wona

• On it = kuwo

• About it = ngawo

• It as well = nawo

• I have some = Ndinawo

• That is it = nguwo
This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

https://www.flickr.com/photos/mountjoy/5182202725/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


Similar words (all beginning with “um-”, but no 
human reference)
• Umthi

• Umlilo

• Umlenze

• Umnwe

• Umsebenzi

• Umbuzo

• Umlambo

• Umsi

• Umoya

• Tree

• Fire

• Leg

• Finger

• Work

• Question

• River

• Smoke

• Wind



Fires - imililo

• Them

• Yona

• To them = kuyo

• About them = ngayo

• They too = nayo

• It is them = yiyo

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wildfire
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Practice with similar words

• Imithi

• Imilenze

• Iminwe

• Imibuzo

• Imisebenzi

• Imizamo

• Imilambo

• Imilebe

• Trees

• Legs

• Fingers

• Questions

• Assignments

• Efforts

• Rivers

• Lips



Spoon - Icephe

• It

• lona

• With it = ngalo

• It as well = nalo

• I have it = ndinalo

• That is it = liloThis Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spoon
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Practice with similar words (all original isiXhosa)

• Igama

• Icephe

• Ilaphu

• Ilitye

• Idolo

• Izembe

• Ilanga

• Ithambo

• Ikhaya

• Name, word

• Spoon

• Cloth

• Stone

• Knee

• Axe

• Sun

• Bone

• home



Water - amanzi

• It

• Wona

• In it = kuwo

• With it = ngawo

• It as well = nawo

• I have some = ndinawo

• That is it = ngawo

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC

https://sharingthefoodwelove.wordpress.com/2013/11/23/12-tips-for-visiting-a-food-or-wine-show/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/


Practice with similar words

• Amagama

• Amakhaya

• Amadolo

• Amehlo

• Amaculo

• Amalaphu

• Amacephe

• Amathambo

• Names, words

• Homes

• Knees

• Eyes

• Hymns

• Cloths

• Spoons

• Bones 



Isikolo - school

• It 

• Sona 

• To it = kuso

• About it = ngaso

• It as well = naso

• That is it = siso

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Allatoona_High_School,_Cobb_County,_Georgia.JPG
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Practice with similar words

• Isihlangu

• Isisu

• Isitya

• Isifuba

• Isonka

• Isandla

• Isitena

• Isitulo

• Shoe

• Stomach

• Dish

• Chest

• Bread

• Hand

• Brick

• Chair 



Izitya - Dishes

• Them

• Zona

• On them = kuzo

• With them = ngazo

• Them as well = nazo

• I have them = ndinazo

• It is them = zizo
This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND

http://theborrowedabode.com/2011/03/vintage-kitchen-additions/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


Practice with similar words

• Izihlangu

• Izikolo

• Izitulo

• Izilayi

• Izisu

• Izonka

• Iziliphu

• Iziselo

• Shoes

• Schools

• Chairs

• Slices

• Stomachs

• Breads (loaves)

• Slips (of paper)

• Drinks



Inja - Dog

• It

• Yona

• To it = kuyo

• About it = ngayo

• It as well = nayo

• I have one = ndinayo

• That is it = yiyo
This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_most_popular_dog_breeds
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Practice with similar words
(all original isiXhosa beginning with “in-”)

• House

• Thing (object)

• Arm

• Ear

• Head

• Girl

• Man

• Mountain

• Indlu

• Into

• Ingalo

• Indlebe

• Intloko

• Intombi

• Indoda

• Intaba



Imoto - Car

• It

• Yona

• To it = kuyo

• About it = ngayo

• It as well = nayo

• I have one = ndinayo

• That is it = yiyo

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

http://commons.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:2009-03-20_Red_car_NB_on_S_Lasalle_St_in_Durham.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Practice with similar words (borrowed)

• Shirt

• Trousers

• Dress

• Knife

• Fork

• Pepper

• Butter

• Television (TV)

• Ihempe

• Ibhulukhwe

• Ilokhwe

• Imela

• Ifolokhwe

• Ipepile

• Ibhotolo

• Ithivi



Izinja - Dogs

• Them

• Zona

• To them = kuzo

• With them = ngazo

• Them as well = nazo

• I have some = ndinazo

• It is them = zizo

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

https://www.flickr.com/photos/sonstroem/16899418635
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


Practice with similar words

• Houses

• Things

• Girls

• Clothes

• Cattle

• Books

• Arms

• Ears 

• Izindlu

• Izinto

• I(z)intombi

• I(z)impahla

• I(z)inkomo

• I(z)incwadi

• I(z)ingalo

• I(z)indlebe



Practice with similar words (borrowed)

• Tables

• Beds

• Carpets

• Cars

• Shirts

• Computers

• Television sets

• Windows 

• Iitafile

• Iibhedi

• Iikhapethi

• Iimoto

• Iihempe

• Iikhompyutha

• Iithivi

• Iifestile



Ubisi - milk

• It

• lona

• With it = ngalo

• It as well = nalo

• I have some = ndinalo

• That is it = lulo

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Milk_allergy
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Practice with similar words (all beginning 
with “u-” and not “um-”

• Baby

• Family

• Toe

• Foot

• Sea

• Tongue,language

• Door

• Joy 

• Usana

• Usapho

• Uzwane

• Unyawo

• Ulwandle

• Ulwimi

• Ucango

• Uvuyo



Ubusi - honey

• It

• Bona

• In it = kubo

• With it = ngabo

• It as well = nabo

• I have some = ndinabo

• That is it = bubo

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Honey
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Practice with similar words

• Face

• Night

• Winter

• Life

• Pain

• Cold

• Heat

• Wool, fur 

• Ubuso

• Ubusuku

• Ubusika

• Ubomi

• Ubuhlungu

• Ububanda

• Ubushushu

• Uboya


